[Progress of ecological parasitology--parasite communities].
Many of the major development in the field of parasite community ecology have been due to a switch in focus from a search for pattern to investigation of the processes that produce those patterns. This switch has been accompanied by a recognition that different processes operate at the scale of the individual host (processes determining host specificity and attributes of the niches of the parasites), within the unit of habitat (processes determining population dynamics, exchange of parasites, and transmission), and among units of habitat (processes determining colonization, extinction, or local speciation of parasites). Further developments are likely to depend upon the coordinated use of models, experimental approaches, and field observations aimed at clarifying the conditions under which the processes at each scale became particularly important.